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land-taking cases is? however^ so tedious and expensive
that both sides try to avoid it when they can. Moreover,
the jury awards in such cases are rarely satisfactory ; for,
since the laymen who make up the Jury have little or no
personal knowledge of land values^ they must perforce
form their opinions from the widely diverging estimates of
the experts who are hired to testify by the respective parties
to the suit.

The system of land taking for public improvements has
given rise to various abuses. Not infrequently it happens Abuses c
that shrewd politicians obtain advance information con- taking
cerning the city's street-building projects^ and either get system'
options upon or actually purchase land that is about to be
taken in connection with such plans. Then by using their
influence with the city authorities they manage to secure
an offer which is highly favorable to themselves and which
enables them to unload the property on the city at a large
profit upon the purchase price. To checkmate this prac-
tice the laws in some cases provide that a city shall not,
by way of voluntary award, pay more for any piece of land
than a certain small percentage above its assessed value*
This is a wholesome provision in general; but, where
assessed values are low, it has sometimes operated to work
an injustice upon bona fide owners and so compelled them
to resort to expensive litigation in order to get a just com-
pensation. Divers other abuses sometimes arise in con-
nection with the system of land taking, but most of them.
result from the susceptibility of the city authorities to sinister
influence.1

Under the constitutional provisions that exist in most

states of the Union it is not allowable to condemn land on the d

power tc

except for a pubhc purpose.   Neither the state nor the city take iaa

1 Data on these mutters may be found in W. B. Dowd's discussion of
condemnation proceedings, in the Albany Law Journal, te. 201-293 (Octo-
ber, 1908) j and in the report on Cosi of Condemnation Proceeding^ issued
by the Merchants* Association of New York City in 1904,